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Diagnosis and management of malignant pleural mesothelioma

Iwao TAKANAMI
Department of Surgery, Teikyo University School of Medicine

Malignant pleural mesothelioma occurs in individuals who were exposed to asbestos either in the work
place or home, and the incidence of mesothelioma is rising in Japan. Despite innumerable trials of sur-
gery, radiotherapy, and chemotherapeutic drugs, mesothelioma is an aggressive malignancy with poor
prognosis. The best chance for long—term survival lies with early diagnosis of malignant pleural meso-
thelioma. Multimodality treatment programs that combined pleuropnemonectomy with radiation therapy
and chemotherapy combinations may offer significant increases in survival for some patients with meso-
thelioma. This paper explores current trends in the diagnosis and treatment of malignant pleural meso-
thelioma.

Key words : pleural mesothelioma, treatment, pleropneumonectomy, prognosis, chemotherapy




